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Tablets for schools: September 2013 

Cramlington Learning Village, Northumberland 

Website: http://www.cramlingtonlv.co.uk/ 

Contact name 

Phil Spoors, Assistant Head Teacher  

pspoors@cramlingtonlv.co.uk  

School Profile 
This profile is taken from a questionnaire which was sent to the 21 schools taking part in the Tablets 

for Schools research in July 2013. Unless otherwise stated, all figures in this case study represent the 

school cohort at that time. 

Cramlington Learning Village is an Academy with 2,300 pupils. 12% are eligible for free school meals, 

and 151 pupils have SEN. 61% of pupils achieved five A*–C at GCSE (2013), including English and 

Maths. The school is Grade 1 Ofsted rated for the fourth time in a row. It is a designated Teaching 

School. The school has a Sixth Form.  

Tablet introduction 

The school estimates that it took a total of two years to make the decision and plan the introduction 

of one-to-one devices. Within this period, once a firm decision had been made to use Tablets, 

deployment took six months, including a small-scale trial of the device. The school has given pupils 

the Samsung Galaxy Tablet, both the Tab 1 and the Tab 2.0, which are used equally. These were 

introduced to Year 7s in the autumn terms in 2011–12 and 2012–13. In total 588 pupils are using 

one-to-one Tablets so far. The Tablet is financed through a ‘blended approach’, by parental 

contributions with finance arranged through the e-Learning Foundation. Parents of students given 

Tablets in 2011–12 pay £13 per month over two years. Parents of students given the device in 2012–

13 pay £10 per month over two years. In both cases the device is owned by the student after two 

years. Teaching staff were not provided with Tablets, but they were given the chance to join the 

same financing scheme, and 40% have obtained a device for themselves.  

The reasons for adopting one-to-one Tablets were:  

 prepare students for working/living in a digital age 

 to support self-led research and problem solving 

 potential cost savings 

The school still has a computer suite, and the computer-to-pupil ratio at the school before the 

introduction of one-to-one Tablets was 1:2. 

The school did not need to obtain additional broadband capacity, but it did experience additional IT 

costs associated with the introduction of the Tablets, which related to the time that was required 

from the IT coordinator, admin staff, technical staff and finance staff.  
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The school does not have a concern about Tablets creating pupil distraction, or about them being 

used inappropriately in class, although both were concerns before introduction. Leadership said:  

Students are taught to be responsible with the devices. Allowing them to use them in their 
own way outside of lessons helps. 

The school insists on a protective case, which they describe as ‘unbranded’. Breakage rate is 6%. The 

cost of insurance is £23 over two years for each device.  

Professional development  

The school offered professional development to all staff before Tablets were introduced, during the 

period of transition, and during the time since deployment. Leadership said: 

[It is] essential that staff understand the strengths and weaknesses of the device. It is not a 
PC replacement and has a different role. Embedding an enquiry- or project-based approach 
before issuing Tablets was key for us, as was ensuring that staff plan the use of Tablets into 
schemes of work specifically.  

External guidance 

The school required external guidance respecting both the insurance of the devices and issues to do 

with financing the devices. They gained insurance through their original supplier of the Tablet, RM 

Education, but in the second year they switched supplier to Softcat.  

Perceived benefits of using one-to-one Tablets in education 

The school listed the following as the main benefits: 

More flexibility, greater mobility and access to hardware on the device to capture learning. 
Alongside this, [students’] access to tools, developing the students’ independence, improved 
peer-to peer communication, and student-to-staff communication, and flipped learning.1 

Perceived disadvantages/pitfalls of using one-to-one Tablets in education 

Staff’s [ability to] understand the difference between a Tablet and a PC; students ensuring 
the apps are updated, and ensuring that the Tablet is charged/brought in; ensuring 
consistent use (ongoing training essential); the administration of the scheme was very time-
consuming.  

The biggest surprise about the use of one-to-one Tablets after they were introduced 

The time it took staff to understand them, and use them to their full potential; how difficult it 
was to get some students to bring them in and charge them each day; some of the ways 
students collaborated with the device were really positive.  

What did you wish you had known before introducing the Tablets? 

Best to give staff the Tablets first, and let them get used to them before providing to 
students.  

                                                           
1 See http://flippedlearning.org/site/default.aspx?PageID=1  

http://flippedlearning.org/site/default.aspx?PageID=1
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Case Study  
This short case study is taken from visits to the school, during which discussion with the leadership 

team and observation of classroom use of the Tablet devices took place.  

Introducing Tablets 

The school has an active focus on using the Tablets to develop cross-subject skills rather than 

focusing on specific subjects. The leadership team explicitly wanted to let the Tablet support the 

students in independent, enquiry-based learning and project work. 

If they can use their own initiative this should translate into higher achievement because 
they’re able to do things for themselves rather than having to be pushed by the teacher.  

Assistant Head Teacher, Cramlington Learning Village 

Software 

The school preferred to use Android operating system software because of a requirement to access 

its VLE in order to provide tasks and to communicate with students. The school also wanted to have 

the option to use some products which rely on Adobe flash.  

Adjusting to Tablets 

Before choosing the Galaxy Tab 2, Cramlington trialled smartphones without SIMs, iPod Touches, 

iPads and Archos Tablets. Since the introduction of the Tablets, Cramlington Learning Village has 

experienced a high level of parental engagement, and frequently holds open sessions with parents 

to demonstrate the way in which Tablets are used to facilitate pupils’ learning. 

Content 

Creating more digital learning content was a key objective of the school’s decision to increase access 

to technology and to give pupils a personal device. The IT department has created apps that are 

pushed out to all pupils, and has increasingly moved towards the creation of web-based content. 

This is to ensure that pupils can access content on whatever device they are using, whether their 

Tablet, a laptop or a computer. This will mean that the content will not be obsolete if the school 

chooses to move to a different device or operating system in the future. In terms of acquiring 

educational apps, the school has a free apps only policy, but students are allowed to download any 

additional apps they wish but must pay for them.  

Writing/Teaching 

Since the introduction of Tablets, teachers have been observed to be taking advantage of the 

flexibility the Tablets offer, encouraging students to move around, change groups, use different 

spaces for learning, and share and collaborate with different people. Teachers have immediate 

access to evidence of students’ work, as pupils are often asked to record or photograph their work, 

giving teachers a clearer picture of their progress. 

Communication 

Students receive regular feedback from teachers, and communicate more with their teachers about 

their schoolwork. 
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Safety and breakages  

Cramlington has experienced the same level of breakages as most of the other Tablet schools 

involved in the research. When introducing the Tablets to the new cohort of Year 7 pupils in autumn 

2012, the school increased during the induction the amount of focus dedicated to appropriate use 

and care of the device. Leadership at the school acknowledges that many breakages happen as 

students move between buildings on campus, and accidentally drop their device. The Tablets are 

kept in protective cases, but the screen is particularly vulnerable. 

Teachers 

The teachers at Cramlington were felt to be mostly comfortable using technology, but still required 

training for the introduction of the Tablets. IT champions were identified in all departments of the 

school, and these meet frequently to collaborate, plan lessons and discuss the use of Tablets, then 

spread this knowledge throughout their own department. When the Tablets were introduced to the 

new group of students in 2012, it was decided to increase the amount of training for teachers, giving 

them more frequent opportunities to learn, share and experiment. Leadership argue that it is not so 

much about learning how to use the device, but more about building awareness and thinking about 

how Tablets can be used and integrated into teaching and learning.  


